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Australian Pulsar Racing Association

Where Passion Meets Community

As another exciting chapter of the 2026 APRA
Championship comes to a close, we'd like to
welcome you to the latest edition of the APRA
Newsletter.
With four rounds now complete, it's been fantastic to
witness the passion, commitment and
sportsmanship that continue to define the Australian
Pulsar Racing Association. Every qualifying session
and every race has showcased not only close and
competitive racing, but also the strength of the
community that exists both on and off the track.
Our club is built on much more than motorsport. It is
built on the dedication of volunteers, officials,
sponsors, supporters and members who generously
contribute their time, knowledge and enthusiasm to
ensure every race meeting is a success. Their efforts,
combined with the respect and camaraderie shown
throughout the paddock, are what make APRA such
a welcoming and enjoyable place to race.
As we look ahead to Round 5 and the remainder of
the season, there is plenty to be excited about.
Together, we will continue to grow our club,
strengthen our community and promote the exciting,
affordable grassroots racing that APRA is proud to
offer.
Thank you for being part of the journey. We hope you
enjoy this edition of the newsletter and look forward
to seeing everyone at the next round.

To help drivers prepare for upcoming
race meetings, MSB will activate a
Winmax brake discount code two weeks
prior to each round.
All drivers will be able to use this code
to purchase Winmax brake pads at a
discounted rate ahead of the event. To
ensure your brakes arrive in time for
race day, please place your order early.
A unique round-specific code will be
emailed to all drivers prior to the
validation date for each round.

Winmax BrakesWinmax Brakes
  Discount CodeDiscount Code

Winmax Brakes
 Discount Code
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Driver Category

1st Karl Raper Outright

2nd Scott Tidyman Outright

3rd Adam Tomsett Outright

1st Ian Joyce Masters

2nd Mark Crutcher Masters

3rd Simon Kendrick Masters

Round 4 – @Sydney Motorsport Park

Thank you to our 2026 SponsorsThank you to our 2026 Sponsors
APRA is proud to enter the 2026 season supported by an incredible group of partners, both

long-standing supporters and new organisations investing in Australian grass-roots motorsport.
We are honoured to welcome back Winmax Brake Pads, supplied locally through Marty and

Motorsport Brakes, as our Title Sponsor for a third consecutive season.
Our partnership continues to grow stronger each year, with Winmax remaining APRA’s

controlled brake pad of choice and a product trusted and endorsed by our competitors across
the category.  More information found via logo link below

APRA has always been more than a race category, it is a community.
 We are especially proud to recognise our member-owned sponsor partners for 2026: 

Townsend Signs – https://www.townsendsigns.com.au/ 
Noizee Engineering – https://noizee.com.au/ 

Pure Property Group – https://purepm.com.au/ 
Eggy – https://www.eggy.as/ 

Ashcrofts Group – https://www.iga.com.au/stores/ashcrofts-iga-summer-centre/ 

We also warmly welcome several new partners to the championship. 
Your support of APRA and Australian grass-roots motorsport is sincerely appreciated: 

Sunnyholt Auto Electrics – https://www.sunnyholtautoelectrics.com.au/ 
HMO Customer Racing – https://www.hmocustomerracing.com.au/ 

Direct Plasterboard Outlet – https://dpo.com.au/ 

Qualifying | Race 1 (20min) | Race 2 (20min) | Race 3 (30min)

https://www.winmax.jp/en%20https:/www.motorsportbrakes.com.au/winmax-brake-pads/
https://www.winmax.jp/en
https://www.townsendsigns.com.au/
https://noizee.com.au/
https://purepm.com.au/
https://www.eggy.as/
https://www.iga.com.au/stores/ashcrofts-iga-summer-centre/
https://www.sunnyholtautoelectrics.com.au/
https://www.hmocustomerracing.com.au/
https://dpo.com.au/
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Motorsport has always been in my blood. Like many
people, I grew up fascinated by cars and racing, but life
took me down a different path first. I was always the kid
that beat my mates at hire karts and wondered how I’d go
if I actually raced. But first I built my career in business
and eventually established Beaches Sea-Doo and Can-Am
on Sydney’s Northern Beaches. While business kept me
busy, the desire to go racing never really went away.

Once the kids grew up, I was finally able to start karting.
Over the next five years I learnt the craft, won a club
championship and competed successfully in Stars of
Karting events. Unfortunately, as age started catching up
with me, the G-forces of karting became a bit hard on the
old bloke!

The next logical step into motorsport came through
APRA, as that’s the path a few of my mates from karting
had taken. What attracted me to the category was the
affordability, the variety of cars and, most importantly,
the people. APRA felt like a club where competitors
genuinely wanted to help each other improve, and that
sense of community has kept me coming back year after
year.

One of the highlights of my APRA journey so far has been
competing at Bathurst, a circuit every Australian racer
dreams of driving.

Over the years I’ve owned and raced a variety of cars,
including an EVO X and a V8 Commodore, and I’ve had the
opportunity to sample different categories. However, I
always found myself returning to APRA. The control
nature of the category reminds me of karting—everyone
has essentially the same equipment, so success comes
down to preparation, setup and driver skill.

Simon Kendrick
Racing with APRA since 2021



I raced a Nissan Pulsar N15 SSS, a car that has become much more than just a race car. I’ve
owned N14s in the past, but the N15 suits my driving style better. Like many APRA competitors,
I’ve spent countless hours in the garage learning, improving and developing the car. One of the
things I enjoy most about motorsport is that the learning never stops. Every race meeting
teaches you something new, whether it’s driving technique, setup, strategy or simply solving
problems under pressure.

Some of my favourite memories have come from the friendships I’ve made through APRA. Race
weekends are about much more than what happens on track. The camaraderie in the paddock,
the willingness of competitors to lend a hand and the shared passion for motorsport are what
make the category special.

Away from APRA, I run several automotive and powersports businesses, so machinery and
competition are a big part of my everyday life. Racing provides a different challenge, though.
Once the helmet goes on, business doesn’t matter—it’s just you, the car and the stopwatch.

One of the things I’m most proud of is continuing to improve as a driver. There are always faster
laps to find and new goals to chase. Whether it’s fighting for a podium, chasing a personal best
or simply enjoying a great battle with another competitor, the enjoyment comes from pushing
yourself to be better than you were at the previous meeting.

Recently I achieved my first outright race win and overall Masters round win. It was a reminder
that success in motorsport comes from preparation, planning and persistence. The countless
hours spent in the workshop, studying data and refining the car finally paid off.



I’ve also taken on my own race workshop and started a project I’ve wanted to build for
years—a Nissan Pulsar GTi-R powered by an SR20VE engine. It combines two of my

favourite things: Nissan performance cars and workshop projects. Like racing, it’s another
opportunity to learn, experiment and challenge myself.

Looking back, joining APRA was one of the best decisions I’ve made in motorsport. The
category has given me incredible experiences, lifelong friendships and plenty of stories

along the way. I’m excited to see the club continue to grow and look forward to many more
years of racing with APRA.

Thank you to everyone who volunteers, organises events and supports the category.
Without those people, none of us would have the opportunity to do what we love.

Sponsors thanks

MoneyMe Autopay Finance
Castrol Oils and Lubricants

Chery Northern Beaches
Beaches Sea-Doo and Can-Am



https://www.instagram.com/apralimited/
https://www.facebook.com/apralimited
https://www.youtube.com/@AustralianPulsarRacing
https://apra.club/




Brake Fade or Long Pedal??
Explaining the difference between 

Brake Fade and a Long Pedal

Introduction
In the motorsport braking industry, it is very common for people to mix up ‘brake fade’ with ‘a
long pedal’. This page will dive into these issues along with causes, symptoms and potential
solutions. But in summary:

BRAKE FADE is where your brake pedal is still ‘up’, but the brakes lose effectiveness which is
caused by a loss of friction at the pad/disc interface.

A LONG BRAKE PEDAL is where the pedal travel increases which can result in loosing braking
caused by fluid ‘boiling’ or mechanical and/or hydraulic issues.
Whilst these two issues are not the same it is important to note that one can cause other!

What are the causes of brake fade?

Temperature is the culprit in most cases. If your brakes are too hot the interface between the
pad and disc starts to deteriorate – which can be pad material breaking down or a buildup of
gases generated by the materials involved getting between the pad and disc causing a ‘barrier’
that restricts the effectiveness of the pads.

Introducing too much temperature in the first place can be caused by a lot of different inputs,
such as brake pad quality, disc type, cooling, driving style, mechanical issues, condition of
hydraulic system including caliper seals, master cylinder seals etc and more! To give one
example, if your calipers are not serviced properly, there can be stiction around the seals
causing the pistons to not retract properly when you take your foot off the pedal, which will
cause drag in the brake system which will then introduce more temperature.

The other thing to consider is that temperature issues that cause brake fade can be self-
perpetuating. This means that as temperatures increase too much and friction reduces and the
brakes begin to fade, most drivers will simply push harder on the brake pedal to try to stop the
car. This of course makes the problem worse, and the cycle continues!



How do I fix brake fade?

The only thing to do is to reduce the use of the brakes and cool them as much as possible. This will
sometimes bring the temperature back into a good temp window and fix the issue. Sometimes
though the problem won’t go away until the brakes are fully cooled. It is important to then analyse
how to reduce brake temperature in your car on the ‘track’.

You may also consider increasing brake cooling using some aftermarket solutions like the Speed
Engineering kits.  Check them out via the link below:

https://www.msbgarage.com/brand/speed-engineering/

What causes a long brake pedal?

Unless there has been some sort of mechanical problem or failure in your mechanical brake system,
the primary cause of brake pedal ‘going long’ – which is a horrible feeling – is by pushing your brake
fluid beyond its boiling point. If the fluid is over-heated it will develop small gas bubbles which are
compressible. This compression is what will cause the long pedal known as ‘brake fluid fade’.

Most people will be aware that brake calipers have pressure seals in them to keep the brake fluid
inside the caliper. These seals end up with a very small amount of brake fluid behind them that is
forcing the pistons to push the pads – and hopefully slow your car! What many will not realise is
that it is this very small volume of brake fluid that takes most of the punishment from the
sometimes very high temperatures in a brake system. Also, this small amount of fluid does not
really circulate around the caliper much. So, it gets repeated temperature cycles and will
deteriorate and be less able to deal with temperature if not replaced regularly.

Most times, a long brake pedal which is caused by ‘boiling’ brake fluid is something that gets
progressively worse, rather than a sudden failure. Like brake fade described above, a long pedal is
normally caused by excessive heat. And remember we mentioned above that one issue can cause
the other? Imagine you are starting to get brake fade whereby the pads are overheating for example,
and you start pushing the pedal harder to try to achieve the stopping power you want. As you are
doing this you are also introducing more temperature into the brake system, including the brake
fluid. If this fluid is not up to the task, it will start to vaporise and pedal travel will increase.

The other common cause of a long brake pedal is ‘brake pad knock-off’. Knock-off happens when the
loads passing through the front wheel from high lateral g-forces or hitting a kerb can overly load the
wheel bearing which allows movement in the area between the disc and caliper. This movement can
cause the disc to ‘knock’ the pad back into the caliper enough that when you get back on the brake
pedal, the initial part of the pedal travel is pushing the pads back ‘out’ to the disc face. This means
that the pedal is longer than it should be. The good news here is that ‘pumping’ the pedal is
normally enough to bring the pedal back. This is why you see drivers checking the pedal down the
straights as they bring the brake system back into alignment!

https://www.msbgarage.com/brand/speed-engineering/


How do I fix a long brake pedal?

Assuming the mechanical system in the car is in good condition and the long pedal is a result of
overheating brakes, the only thing to do is cool the brake system, replace the brake fluid with
the highest quality you can afford and potentially increase cooling directed at the caliper itself.

Make sure to replace your fluid regularly as brake fluid is hydroscopic (will absorb moisture) so
over time it will have higher content of moisture, causing the boiling point to reduce. It is a
regular servicing point that should not be overlooked.

Make sure your brakes are bled regularly, particularly after copping a hard time at the track or
in the forest and always choose a high-quality fluid to give yourself the best chances of
avoiding the dreaded long pedal. 

To solve knock-off issues you need to review your mechanical system. There can be movement
caused by under-performing wheel bearings that need replacing or servicing, or a solid kerb
strike! To help reduce knock-off you can fit fully floating disc assemblies that allow a certain
amount of movement of the brake caliper vs disc and allows this movement without the pads
being pushed back into the caliper.

There are a many issues and topics surrounding these brake problems and causes so for more
specific information or advice on your car set up, get in touch with us at MSB. We are always
happy to help! 

Contact MSB for expert advice.

For more information on brake fluid click link below:

News and Blogs Brake Fluid – What should I use?

Show your support for our sponsor

1.   Scan the QR code
2.  Leave a quick Google review
3.  Help support the businesses that support our club
4. Every review helps their business and strengthens their support of   

grassroots motorsport.

Phone:  07 3412 3643
www.msbgarage.com



The support of a professional touring car team such as HMO Customer Racing is a significant moment for our category.
It reinforces what many of us already know: That APRA is more than just racing cars. It is a place where drivers develop skills, build experience, and participate in a

genuine and competitive motorsport community.
We are incredibly proud to be able to provide opportunities like this to our members and look forward to sharing more information as the season approaches.

TCR Test Opportunity

Every item purchased = 
1 X TCR Ride Experience

Raffle Ticket 

1 purchase = 1 raffle ticket  

  Buy more, get more entries  

APRA MERCHANDISE

As part of this collaboration, the 2026 APRA Champion will receive the opportunity to participate
in a test day in a Hyundai TCR car, prepared and run by HMO Customer Racing.

Importantly, the APRA Directors are currently finalising the eligibility conditions associated with
this prize to ensure the opportunity is awarded fairly and reflects the values of our category.

These conditions may include participation requirements and sporting considerations aligned
with APRA’s principles of commitment, respect and positive contribution to the category.

Full eligibility criteria will be released to members once finalised.

We appreciate your patience while this work is completed and we will keep all members informed.

Additional Member Opportunities / TCR Ride Experiences
In addition to the Champion’s test, we are pleased to confirm that two APRA members will also

have the opportunity to experience a ride in a HMO TCR car during 2026.
These experiences will be awarded via a member raffle, ensuring the opportunity 

extends beyond championship results and recognises the broader APRA community.

Further details regarding:
Eligibility
Entry requirements
Timing of the raffle
Event logistics



0428 449 414

Mal Rose
Driving Standards Officer (DSO)

mro75117@bigpond.net.au

0419 249 049

Leanne Potts
Category Social Media

admin@apra.club

0412 034 923

Rod Albronda
Category Manager

rod@apra.club

Important contact details for a race weekendImportant contact details for a race weekendImportant contact details for a race weekend



The Committee continues to work diligently
behind the scenes to ensure the Australian
Pulsar Racing Association remains a well-
organised, welcoming and professionally
managed grassroots motorsport category.

While race meetings are the most visible
 part of our club, there is a significant amount
of planning and preparation that takes place
between each event.

DSO Report from Round 4

Message from APRA Board

 From coordinating race meetings, managing club administration and supporting members,
through to communications, sponsorship, governance and long-term planning, the Committee
remains committed to continually improving the APRA experience for everyone involved.
As we move through the 2026 Championship, it is encouraging to see the continued enthusiasm
of our members, the dedication of our volunteers and officials, and the support of our sponsors
and partners. Together, these contributions allow APRA to continue providing competitive,
affordable and enjoyable motorsport.

The Committee continues to place a strong emphasis on promoting respectful driving
standards, good sportsmanship and positive competitor behaviour. Through ongoing
communication, education and the reinforcement of our shared values, we are committed to
fostering a racing environment where close competition is balanced with respect, fairness and
consideration for fellow competitors—both on and off the track.

Our focus remains on strengthening member engagement, enhancing communication, growing
participation and ensuring the long-term sustainability of the Association. Every member,
volunteer, official and supporter plays an important role in achieving these goals.
On behalf of the Committee, thank you for your continued support, passion and commitment to
APRA. Together, we will continue building a club that delivers great racing, fosters lifelong
friendships and provides a welcoming environment for current and future members alike.

Thank you for your ongoing support, and we look forward to seeing
everyone back on track for Round 5

Key Communications Since Our Last Newsletter

Adam Tomsett



Mal : 0428 449 414

APRA 
Christmas Party

Presentations
 & AGM

More informationMore informationMore information

Mal Rose - Transport & Storage Services
Racecar, Trailer, Truck or Caravan storage

 in a secure location only 30 min from
 SMP with security cameras.

Offers transport services with 
Futura Lowering trailer.

Storage of Racecars & Transport to 
and from workshops & SMP
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